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TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


Punctuality in its appearance we consider as an essential virtue in a periodical 
work, and the delay in the past and present No. of this Journal is therefore a 
subject of great mortification to the Editor. A protracted indisposition must 


be his apology. A considerable portion of the February No. is already in type, 
and it may be expected at the regular period. Hereafter we trust that this 


Journal will display the same punctuality which previously characterized it. 

We have in type a very interesting article on cholera by Dr. Jackson, which 
will appear in our next—it was found impossible to have the drawings repre- 
senting the appearances of the mucous membrane, engraved. and coloured in 
time for the present No. 

Communications have been received from Drs. Grnuarn, Hevustis, and 
Harp. 

The cases illustrative of the application of physiological medicine to the dis- 
eases of Louisiana, in the present No, of the Journal, are part of an elaborate 
and ingenious memoir, which we hope hereafter to lay before our readers. 

It is expected that papers sent to us for publication will not be simultaneously 
transmitted to other Journals, The propriety of this is too obvious to require 
comment. 

The following works have been received.— 

The Cholera Spasmodica, as observed in Paris in 1832; comprising its symp- 
toms, Pathology, and Treatment. Illustrated by Cases. By Asupzx Smita, 
M. D. of North Carolina, officially attached to the Necker Hospital, during the 
Prevalence of the Epidemic. New York, 1832, (From the author. ) 

Remarks on the Cholera, embracing Facts and Observations collected at New 
York, during a visit to the city expressly for that purpose. Third edition. 
Providence, 1832. (From the authors.) 

Observations on the Chlorides and Chlorine, as disinfecting Agents, and as 
Preventives of Cholera. By Henry Bronson, M. D. (From the author.) 


Human Physiology; illustrated by numerous Engravings. By Ropiexy Dun- 
GiisoN, M. D. Professor of Physiology, Pathology, &c. in the University of Vir- 
ginia, Member of the American Philosophical Society, &c. 2 vols. octavo. Phi- 
ladelphia. Carey & Lea, 1832. (From the author.) 

Report of the Committee of the Kappa Lambda Society, appointed for the 
purpose of preparing an Account of the Mode of Treatment of Epidemic Cho- 
lera, June. Together with an additional Report presented August 15th, 1832. 
Published by order of the Society. New York, 1832. 


Manual of General, Descriptive, and Pathological Anatomy. By J. F. Mecxet, 
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Professor of Anatomy at Halle, &c. &c. Translated from the German into 
French, with Additions and Notes. By A. J. L. Jourpax, Member of the Royal 
Academy of Medicine at Paris, &c. &c. and G. Brescuet, Adjunct Professor of 
Anatomy at the School of Medicine, &c. &c. Translated from the French, 
with Notes. By A. Sripney Doanr, A. M.,M.D. 3 vols. 8vo. Philadelphia. Carey 
and Lea. (From the publishers. ) 


Cases of Cholera collected at Paris in the month of April, 1832, in the Wards 
of MM. Andral and Louis, at the Hospital La Pitié. By James Jackson, Jr. 
Boston. Carter & Hendee, 1832. (From the author.) 


Litterarische Annalen der Gesammten Heilkunde, Herausgegeben. Von Dr. 
J. F.C. Hecker, November, December, 1831, January, February, March, April, 
1832. (in exchange.) 


Archives Générales de Médecine, April, May, June, and July, 1832. (In 
exchange. ) 


Annales de la Médecine Physiologique, December, 1831, January, February, 
March, April, and May, 1832. (In exchange.) 


Revue Médicale, April, May, June, and July, 1832. (In exchange. ) 


Bulletin des Sciences Médicales, November and December, 1832. (In ex- 
change. ) 
Gazette Médicale, May, June, July, and August, 1832. (In exchange. ) 


Journal Universel et Hebdomadaire, May, June, July, and August, 1832. 
(In exchange. ) 


Mémorial Encyclopédique et Progressif des Connaissances Humaines, April, 
May, June, July, and August, 1832. (In exchange.) 


Transactions Médicales, Journal de Médicine Pratique et de Literature Mé- 
dicale, April, May, and June, 1852, (In exchange.) 


The London Medical Gazette, for June and July, 1832, (In exchange. ) 
The London Medical and Physical Journal, for August, 1832. (In exchange. ) 


The London Medical and Surgical Journal, for July and August, 1832. (In 
exchange.) 


The Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal, February and July, 1832. (In 
exchange. ) 


The Western Journal of the Medical and Physical Sciences, for July, 1832. 
(In exchange.) 


The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, Vol. VII. 1 to 11. (In exchange. ) 
The Maryland Medical Recorder, for July, 1832. (In exchange. ) 


The Transylvania Journal of Medicine and the Associate Sciences, Vol. V. 
No. Ill. 


The Medical Magazine, conducted by A. L. Pizrson, J. B. Furn7, and E. 
Bartrtett, No. 4, Vol. 1.* 


* The first three No.’s have not been received. 
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TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. ; 9 


Authors of new medical books, desirous of having them reviewed or noticed 
in this Journal at the earliest opportunity, are invited to transmit to the Editor 
a copy as soon after publication as convenient, when they will receive prompt 
attention. Under ordinary circumstances, very considerable delay is caused by 
the circuitous routes through which they are received. 

Papers intended for publication, should be sent, free of expense, as early after 
the appearance of the Journal as possible, in order to be in time for the ensuing 
number. Such communications should be addressed to ‘‘ Carry & Lea, Phila- 
delphia, for the Editor of the American Journal of the Medical Sciences.” 


All letters on the business of the Journal to be addressed exclusively to the 
publishers. 
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ERRATA. 


Page 45, line 3 from bottom, for ‘ lightest,” read ‘* highest.” 
48, 12 top, for ** awakened,” read “ weakened.” 
157, *© 13 ** bottom, for “ mucous,” read ‘* serous.” 
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Art. I. 2 Case of Encephaloid Degeneration, (Fungus Hematodes, ) 
of the Knee and lower part of the Thigh, in which Amputation was 
Performed. By EK, Grevpines, M. D. Professor of Anatomy in the 
University of Maryland, and one of the Surgeons of the Baltimore 
Infirmary. [With a plate. | 


"THERE is perhaps no disease, within the whole range of medical 
atid surgical pathology, that has, in modern times, attracted more at- 
tention, and proved more difficult of management, than that peculiar 
condition which has been described under the appellation of encepha- 
loid degeneration, or fungus hematodes. Notwithstanding its ana- 
tomical characters have been investigated with all that zeal and dili- 
gence which the importance of the subject deserves, and its influence 
upon the organism has engaged the attention of the most able and 
careful observers, it still continues to set at defiance the most skil- 
fully directed procedures of the art, and to prove fatal in a vast ma- 
jority of instances, under every variety of treatment. Every case of 
success, therefore, in the treatment of a disease of a character so for- 
midable, deserves to be recorded, because it will serve to convince 
us that, however unsuccessful our treatment may be in many cases, 
we may sometimes hope for a favourable issue even under the most 
unpromising circumstances. Of this character is the following case, 
which lately came under my care in the Baltimore Infirmary, and 
which although presenting no feature of novelty, certainly goes far 
to prove the propriety of resorting to an operation, although success 
may not generally crown our exertions. I shall detail the history of 
No. XXI.—Noy. 1832. 3 
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the case in the language of Mr. Oro J. Smiruy, a highly intelligent 
resident pupil of the Infirmary, who is alike deserving of the highest 
praise for his assiduity and benevolence in the discharge of his duties, 
and for his zeal in the study of his profession. 


*‘Henry Alexander, (a coloured man,) aged forty years, was admitted into 
the Baltimore Infirmary, on the 10th of August, 1832, with an enormous tumour 
involving the whole of his left knee, and a considerable portion of the thigh, 
which he stated had commenced growing about six years antecedent to the 
above-mentioned period. The disease first commenced with slight pain, which 
was mistaken and treated for rheumatism. Some time after this, the attention 
of the patient was attracted to a small tumour of the size of a hen’s egg, situated 
in the vicinity of the patella. This continued to increase gradually every year; 
until it attained a great magnitude. At the time of his admission the circum- 
ference of the tumour measured about twenty-six inches; its transverse diameter 
was nine inches, and its antero-posterior diameter about eight and a half inches, 
while the length of the body of the tumour measured fifteen inches. Its form 
was that of an oblong watermelon, and it was quite regular upon its surface, 
with the exception of one or two little prominences. The skin covering the 
tumour was perfectly smooth, and exhibited a glossy appearance, occasioned no 
doubt by the great distention produced by the rapid. growth of the diseased 
mass. There wer2 many little streaked elevations upon its surface, which were 
very perceptible when it was gently stroked over by the hand. These were oc- 
casioned by numerous enlarged veins, which were prevented, by the black co- 
lour of the skin, from exhibiting the blue appearance which they gene- 
rally manifest under similar circumstances, in those of a fairer complexion. 
There were no ulcerations or fissures upon the surface of the tumour, except 
one which had been intentionally made by his attending surgeon, previously 
to his entrance into the infirmary. This opening, it was stated by the pa- 
tient, had been made with a view of evacuating matter, but to the disap- 
pointment of all, nothing but blood escaped, about half a pint of which was 
evacuated. From this orifice had arisen an irregular excrescence about the 
size of a nutmeg, through which a sanious fluid constantly oozed, so very of- 
fensive, as to render it necessary to remove the dressings frequently in the 
course of the day. The tumour felt tense and elastic to the touch, and at times, 
when pressed alternately in different directions by the hand, imparted a sen- 
sation of the existence of some fluid within. The patient stated that he had 
been able to walk until about two weeks previous to his entering the infirmary, 
without experiencing much pain. He indeed always found relief while he con- 
tinued in motion, but as soon as the leg was suffered to remain quiescent, the 
pain would rece”. and continue until again removed by motion, which afforded 
him immediate ease. At night the tumour became hot, and was attended with 
‘ancinating pains, which were followed next morning by a heaviness and stiff- 
jess cf the limb. He generally rested well during the first part of the night, 
hut perspired very freely towards morning. The tongue was a little furred, 
aat the appetite continued good until afew days previous to the removal of 
“\. Cxm2ur- Mis constitutional irritability was, however, very considerable, and 
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the pulse, though usually about 112 during the day, was by the excessive pain 
which he experienced at night, accelerated so as to number about 120. 

‘¢ In this condition he entered the infirmary, when it was determined by Pro- 
fessors Baker and Geddings, that amputation furnished the only prospect of re- 
lief, and from the unfavourable nature of the case, even this could scarcely be 
expected to arrest the progress of the disease; for in addition to the extensive 
degeneration of the structures already detailed, the lymphatic ganglions of 
the groin were considerably enlarged, and those of the iliac region could 
be felt, through the parietes of the abdomen, forming a hard irregular chain of 
considerable extent. Under these circumstances it was feared, that even if the 
stump should heal, the disease would display itself at some other point, and 
finally destroy the life of the patient. During two days, that the individual re- 
mained in the infirmary, previous to the performance of the operation, he suf- 
fered so much from violent pain of the tumour, that it was necessary to give him 
x. gts. Dover’s powder, with a fourth of a grain of morphia, at night, to pro- 
duce composure. At this time his pulse was remarkably irritable, and his skin 
was covered with a profuse clammy perspiration.” | 

On the 13th, two days after the admission of the patient into the 
infirmary, assisted by my friend and colleague, Professor Smiru, Dr. 
JENKINS, resident physician, and Messrs. Smrirn, and WEBSTER, re- 
sident pupils of the house, and in presence of several medical gentle- 
men and students, I proceeded in the following manner to remove 
the thigh by amputation, about three inches below the greater tro- 
chanter. Mr. Smith having commanded the flow of blood through 
the crural artery, by compressing that vessel where it passes over the 
horizontal branch of the pubis, with a long double-edged amputating 
knife, I transfixed the central part of the thigh, by making the point 
of the instrument glide round the inner side of the bone, after which 
the knife was carried downwards and inwards, so as to form a flap 
of the soft parts situated on the inner part of the thigh. The inte- 
guments of the outer part of the member being then drawn outwards 
with the left hand, the knife was again inserted at the same point, 
and made to glide in a similar manner round the outer side of the 
bone, so as to be brought out at the posterior angle of the first inci- 
sion. A second flap was thus formed, of the same dimensions as the 
first, which being held back, the soft parts adhering to the bone were 
divided by a circular cut, on a level with the point at which it had to 
be sawed through. This done, a retractor was applied, and the bone 
was divided by a few strokes of the saw. ‘ These stages of the opera- 
tion were completed in something less than a minute. On making 
the first incision, a considerable gush of venous blood took place from 
the tumour, but the pressure on the artery commanded effectually the 
circulation of that vessel. The arteries were next secured, and the 
two flaps neatly adjusted, by means of adhesive strips, so as to cover 
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the face of the stump. The patient was then carefully put to bed. 
The subsequent history of the case I shall furnish from the notes of 
Mr. Smith. 


‘¢ The pulse was considerably depressed after the operation, but in the course 
of a few hours reaction took place, and the patient continued to do well. On 
the third day after the operation, the stump was examined, and was found in a 
favourable condition, the greater part of it having united by the first intention. 
He had been a little restless on the night of the 15th, and required a small dose 
of anodyne. 

*€17th. Stump dressed—doing well; but pulse irritable, and the skin covered 
with a clammy perspiration. 

*€18¢h. Wound dressed—discharges a dark-coloured, offensive sanies, occa- 
sioned by a slight oozing of yenous blood, which succeeded the preceding 
dressing. 

‘¢ 20th. Stump examined and dressed—presents a more healthy aspect, and 
the sanious discharge has decreased greatly in quantity. Exuberant fungous 
granulations have shot forth from the medullary portion of the bone, to repress 
which, a strong solution, sulph. zinci, is employed. 

‘23d. The stump is doing admirably well; looks healthy; is unattended with 
pain, and is healing rapidly. Bowels have been regular from the time of the 
operation, and no medicines of any kind, except the single anodyne, have been 
required. 

*¢ 25th. Slept well during the night; appetite good; skin soft and moist, and 
of its natural temperature. 

‘¢ 28th. Patient continues to improve; wound dressed every day, and doing 
well. Tongue clean; pulse 90; no pain. 

** 31st. No medicine as yet required. Bowels regular; pulse 80, and more 
tranquil. Wound dressed occasionally until the 15th of September, when he 
was taken from the infirmary and carried homie. At this time the wound was 
entirely healed, with the exception of an inch in the centre, which was per- 
fectly healthy, and cicatrizing rapidly. The enlarged lymphatic glands had 
disappeared. Tongue clean; appetite good; skin natural, and bowels regular.” 


Dissection of the tumour.—On laying open the whole length of the 
tumour by a longitudinal incision carried through its centre, it was 
found to present one continuous mass of encephaloid degeneration, 
without any vestiges of the natural structures of the part intermixed 
with it, except the bone, which occupied its centre. The muscles, 
the cellular tissue, the tendons, and aponeurosis, had all disappear- 
ed, and had their places supplied by the heteroclyte development, 
which formed the diseased mass. ‘The patella was the only bone 
which had suffered much from the ravages of the disease, and nearly 
the whole of its substance was entirely consumed. ‘The lower head 
of the femur was not involved, and the internal structures of the 
knee-joint seem to have had no participation in the development of 
the disease. 
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The encephaloid mass itself was arranged in irregular lobules, 
which were inclosed in their sheaths or coverings of cellular tissue, 
which were highly vascular, but the vessels did not extend beyond 
these coverings. The characters of the heteroclyte tissue varied 
considerably at-different points, though throughout it exhibited the 
lobulated arrangement already adverted to. In some situations it 
was of a light cream colour, and of the consistence of brain, the 
aspect of which it resembled. Some portions of it exhibited a slight 
shade of pink, while others were of a dark dirty red, or even scarlet. 
Its consistence presented all the intermediate grades between that of 
indurated brain and a mere diffluent pulp, resembling the cerebral 
substance when disorganized by putrefaction. Some of the masses 
in which the process of ramollissement had advanced so far, re- 
sembled a kind of membranous cyst, filled with a dirty reddish-co- 
loured pulp, which flowed out as soon as the part was laid open. The 
vessels in the vicinity of these were numerous, and from some of 
them, extravasations of blood had taken place amongst the disorganized 
pulp, which served to impress upon it a more bloody character. 
From these vessels also, a considerable hemorrhage had taken place, 
on the tumour having been punctured, with a view of diminishing its 
tension, which was distressing to the patient two nights before the 
operation. 

It has been already stated, that this case has not been reported on 
account of its presenting any features of novelty, but because it ex- 
hibits one example, amongst many others, which might be adduced 
in favour of resorting to amputation under similar circumstances, 
even though the prospects of success may be remote. At the time — 
the individual who was the subject of the present case, entered the 
hospital, no hope of a successful issue was entertained. His condi- 
tion without the operation was deperate, and it was conceived, that 
by amputating, life perhaps might be prolonged. This much at least 
has been,gained; and the general health of the patient is now so good, 
and the stump has healed up so kindly, that even a prospect of com- 
plete success is held out. Sufficient time has not, however, as yet 
elapsed, to justify a positive decision upon this point. Enough has, 
nevertheless, been gained, to prove the propriety of the operation, 
and the important advantages which may sometimes be derived from 
its adoption in similar cases. 


Baltimore, September 20th, 1832. 
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Arr. Il. Remarks on the Euphorbia Hypericifolia. By 
Zouuicxorrer, M. D., F. C. P.; late Lecturer on Botany, Ma- 
teria Medica, and Toxicology; Corresponding Member of the Me- 
dico-Botanical Society of London; Member of the Helvetic National 
Academy of Natural Sciences; Honorary Member of the Society 
of Natural Sciences of Saint Gall, Switzerland, &c. 


SEVERAL years have elapsed since I first presented the medical 
community, through the medium of the New York Medical Journal, 
and of the Transactions of the Medico-Botanical Society of London, 
with some observations appertaining to the remedial virtues of the 
Euphorbia hypericifolia, the medicinal powers of which were un- 
known to the profession antecedent to that period. 

Again I am induced to invite the attention of the members of the 
medical profession to the consideration of the subject of the utility of 
the interesting indigenous hypericifolia, from a conviction of the vast 
advantages which will necessarily accrue as a consequence of its ju- 
dicious exhibition in the affections in which the classes of remedies 
are conjointly indicated to which it so deservedly belongs. 

This vegetable production, that is exclusively a native of the 
United States, arrested my attention in the year 1819; since that time 
my mind has not unfrequently been directed to an investigation of 
its therapeutic operation, and, in a very great number of instances, 
I have been delighted with the eflicient displays of its curative influ- 
ence in diseases which had previously resisted the use of the ordinary 
astringents, administered alone, and in association with opium; a cir- 
cumstance that doubtless is attributable to some peculiarity in its 
mode of action, depending upon certain elements that exists in its 
composition, as furnished by nature, which, although individually in- 
ert, confer additional strength and impulse upon the principles of ac- 
tivity with which they are associated, that cannot be successfully ef- 
fected by any attempt of art in imitation of the combined powers 
which it displays, aided by the application of the most minute know- 
ledge in the possession of the profession, in relation to the important 
principles of medicinal combination. 

Kino and catechu, with many other vegetable astringents which I 
have often prescribed individually and in conjunction with narcotics, 
in the maladies in which the separate and conjoint exhibition of these 
remedial articles are often competent to the production of the hap- 
piest results, sink into comparative insignificance when viewed with 
the successful impressions which accompany this plant in its modes of 
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action, and in its ultimate consecutive displays, in accomplishing the 
important objects of its internal administration. 

Medicinal consociations which are required to obviate different 
symptoms, or answer different indications, but by modes of action al- 
together opposed to each other, it is well known, should, in many in- 
stances, be had recourse to, in order to enable the physician to ma- 
nage particular diseases with which he has to combat, with dexterous 
ability, with determinable promptness, and with ultimate success. 
Cases illustrative of this position can very readily be adduced in at- 
testation of the assertion, and in demonstrative elucidation of the na- 
ture and importance of such combinations. The following one will 
doubtless be considered sufficiently competent of itself for the esta- 
blishment of this declaration. ¢¢ In diarrhoea, an astringent, properly 
so called, diminishes the flow of those acrid fluids into the intestines, 
by which their peristaltic motions are preternaturally increased, and 
it consequently represses the diarrhoea; a narcotic under similar cir- 
cumstances might not repress the flow of acrid matter to which I have 
alluded, but it would render the bowels less susceptible to its stimu- 
lus, and would therefore produce the same apparent alleviation, al- 
though by a very different mode of operation.” It will very readily 
be perceived that the restraining influence of the astringent is here 
displayed by the corrugating and consequent condensing power that 
it exerts on the intestinal canals; while the effect of the narcotic in di- 
minishing the irritability of the intestinal organs and subsequently 
checking the diarrhoea, is the result peculiar to its operation in al- 
laying the sensibility of the sentient parts of the animal economy. 
By a consociation of these two agents the practitioner avails himself 

at once of an important and decided advantage in arresting the pro- 
eress of this excessive evacuation, not only with the more promptness, 
than by the single administration of an astringent, but with the more 
certainty of preventing its immediate return; for the narcotic dimi- 
nishing the quickness of the sensation of the bowels to the action of 
the acrid secretions which are checked by the operative influence of 
the constringent agency of the astringent, until these secretions pass 
off by the rectum, greatly facilitates the effects of the latter medici- 
nal substance, by its display of action in this way upon the sensibility. 
An astringent exhibited alone would be calculated to check the inor- 
dinate secretions, but these secretions would be reproductive of the 
diarrhoea, as a consequence of their irritating operation on the bowels; 
hence the necessity of the combined use of the remedies of the classes 
to which they belong, in order to insure the successful management 
of the malady that is here selected as the subject of illustration, in 
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erder to demonstrate the nature and importance of medicinal combi- 
nations. It is to this double play in the remedial action of a narcotic 
associated in native combination with a powerful astringent, in the 
character of the Euphorbia hypericifolia, that gives to it the supe- 
riority it possesses over other analogous remedies effected by medici- 
nal combination, with a view of producing similar consequential re- 
sults. 

Satisfied with these preliminary remarks, I shall in the further 
prosecution of this paper proceed with a relation of the botanical de- 
scription of this useful plant; and avail myself of a notice of its che- 
mical composition, and conclude with an historical account of the 
diseases in which it has proved itself competent to the production of 
the most satisfactory results. 

The Euphorbia hypericifolia delights in a rich and prolific soil, and 
is an inhabitant of gardens and other fertile situations. It is recog- 
nised by the common and local appellations of black-pursely, milk- 
pursely, milk-weed, &c. Micuavux, who doubtless was well acquaint- 
ed with its botanical character, has favoured the medical profession 
with the following description of its specific difference, by which it 
can very readily be ascertained from any other individual belonging 
to the genus euphorbia. ‘* Euphorbia hypericifolia, glabra, dichotome, 
ramosissima, erectiuscula-patula, ramis divaricatis; foliis oppositis, 
subfalcato-oblongis, argute serratis; ramusculis in summitate fascicu- 
jatim multifloris. 

This species of euphorbia is an annual plant, that grows to the 
height of a foot, and is rather procumbent. It has a smooth stalk, 
which is repeatedly forked with divaricated branches. The leaves, 
which are opposite and oblong, are somewhat falciform, and deeply 
serrated; these are often covered with purple spots. The flowers, 
which appear in August and September, are white and situated in 
numerous quantities on the extremity of the small branches. This 
plant, of which I perceive there is another variety, belongs to the 
eleventh class, dodecandria: the third order, trigynia; and the natu- 
ral order, tricoccz of Linnzus, and euphorbiz of Jusstxv. 

Being rather dissatisfied with the result of a former chemical exa- 
mination of this plant, I concluded to extend my investigation upon 
this subject somewhat further. I digested several portions of it, after 
having previously reduced it to a state of pulverization, in sulphuric 
ether and alcohol. The ethereal solution gave a precipitate upon the 
addition of alcohol. The alcoholic preparation assumed a pearly tur- 
bidness when water was added. Both the etheral and alcoholic so- 
jutions, upon being evaporated, afforded a residuum that burnt with 
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great vividness, and exhibited a flame much like that resulting from 
the combustion of spirit of wine. The infusion and decoction that 
was prepared from distilled water, produced a copious precipitate 
when gelatine was added; and assumed a dark blue colour on the ad- 
dition of the sulphate of iron. From these results we may justly in- 
fer, that the chemical composition of this plant consists of caoutchouc, 
resin, tannin, and gallic acid. 

To the organs of gustation this vegetable substance produces an 
impression somewhat different from all of the other species belonging 
to the genus euphorbia hitherto known. Its taste is sweetish; this is 
immediately succeeded by a sensation of harshness and roughness im- 
parted to the palate, being too peculiar to be mistaken by even the 
most ordinary observer, who has ever attempted to eat a green per- 
simmon. In its remedial character, it likewise differs very consider- 
ably from any other individual belonging to the same family of plants; 
so much so, that it seems to have been the prevailing opinion among 
practical and experimenting botanists, that all the species included 
in this extensive genus, euphorbia, possessed acrid and irritating 
qualities. 

Relating more particularly to the therapeutic displays of the arti- 
cle that is the subject of this communication, I shall commence the 
notice of the diseases in which it has been exhibited with advantage, 
by first introducing dysentery as one of the examples in attestation 
of the remedial operation it exerts on the animal economy in removy- 
ing diseased action, and in restoring the healthy condition of parts 
that are deranged in consequence of morbid excitement. In this ma- 
lady, when the true dysenteric symptoms have continued, after the 
inflammatory diathesis had been removed by appropriate antiphlo- 
gistic means, I have been more successful with the use of this re- 
medy, than with the conjoint administration of the ordinary astrin- 
gents with narcotics. The evacuations have very soon become changed 
both as relates to their character, condition, and frequency, and the 
other unpleasant concomitant symptoms subside in a degree commen- 
surate with the recession of the unfavourable appearances of these 
evacuations. In most of the cases which I have treated with this re- 
medy, I have been enabled to effect their removal in the course of 
forty-eight hours. In the primary stage of dysentery, I have never 
given it a trial, from a persuasion, that remedies of this kind are in 
direct contravention to its successful management. 

Diarrhoea, a malady with which the inhabitants of almost every 
section of the country are more or less affected, is a disease which, 
although in the generality of cases seldom prove so imminently dan- 
gerous as the one that has just been noticed; nevertheless, it not un- 
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frequently, from its debilitating influence, undermines the vital ener- 
gies, and consequently acts as an outlet to human existence. In this 
affection I can recommend the article under consideration as a use- 
ful and valuable medicine. I have, however, previous to prescribing 
it in most instances directed the exhibition of calomel in conjunction 
with castor oil, or some other purgative medicine, with the view of 
removing any vitiated secretions that might be present in the intes- 
tinal canal. When this disease has been of long standing, from a pro- 
tracted debility of the bowels, this remedial agent will be found a 
prompt and effectual remedy. 

In menorrhagia arising from debility, and consequently requiring 
for its removal remedies that are competent to the production and 
restoration of the healthy tone and vigour of the general system, by 
which a corresponding impression is imparted to the uterine system, 
and the hemorrhagic diathesis thereby removed, I have given the hy- 
pericifolia with most excellent effects. By its operation as a tonic, 
upon the principle of astringents acting as tonics, tone is imparted to 
the general system; while by the slight narcotic influence that it ex- 
erts in allaying and removing the irritability of the system, which is 
associated with this malady in unison with no inconsiderable degree of 
prostration of the nervous energy, the irregular catamenial flow, is 
brought within the controul of medical management, and the unfor- 
tunate sufferer soon experiences the happy adaptation of this applica- 
tion to the correction of this state of diseased action. 

In fluor albus I have directed its use in twelve cases, in ten of 
which, in betweén twenty and twenty-five days, this affection disap- 
peared. The remaining two were relieved by copious purgation. In 
these cases the disease seemed to owe its occurrence to the circum- 
stance of plethora, in connexion with the existence of obstinate con- 
stipation of the bowels for several weeks. 

The manner in which I have generally directed the Euphorbia hy- 
pericifolia to be used, is in the form of infusion, of the following 
strengths. —R. Euphorbia hypericifolia folionem exsiccat. Zss. ‘To 
be infused in a pint of boiling water for half an hour. In dysentery 
I mostly direct a table-spoonful to be given every hour until the mor- 
bid symptoms begin to yield; and then to be used less frequently. In 
diarrhoea, this quantity should be taken after every evacuation. The 
quantity that I have used in menorrhagia and fluor albus, is that of 
a wine-glassful morning, noon, and at night. I have said nothing of 
the dietetical plan to be pursued in consociation with the administra- 
tion of this plant, because this part of the management of the cases 
noticed in this communication, is always regulated by the knowledge 
the practitioner has in relation to the materia alimentaria. 
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Art. III. Case of Stone, in which the Fundus of the Bladder was 
coated with Calculous Incrustation, successfully treated. By Amasa 
TrowsripcE, M. D. of Watertown, Jefferson county, New York. 


Mr. RIDER, the subject of this case, was thirty years of age, by 
occupation a carpenter, and of full habit. He had enjoyed good health 
until within the last four years, during which time, he was afflicted with 
pain in the region of the bladder, with a sensation of weight and uneasi- 
ness around that organ; there wasa disposition to void water frequently; 
the urine was neither much discoloured, nor increased or diminished 
in quantity. ‘These symptoms increased the last year, with addi- 
tional symptoms of calculous, such as more severe pain in voiding 
water, and the disposition to urinate returning at shorter intervals. 
His rest was disturbed at night; he was obliged to void water eight or 
ten times; was generally feverish and thirsty; pulse generally about 
80; general health not much impaired; appetite good, and tongue 
clean. There had been, generally, a constipation of bowels; and he 
had suffered a few weeks before he called on me, by an aggravation 
of all his symptoms, without any assignable cause. 

The almost entire suppression of urine occasioned the necessity of 
using the catheter, and in doing this, Dr. Smirn detected a stone. I 
was in a few days after consulted. On sounding, I found a stone, 
of a large size, resting near the neck of the bladder, so that it was 
instantly struck, on the sound entering, and the instrument con- 
stantly rested on calculi, when pushed forward, or moved in any 
direction. At this interview, the patient gave me the further parti- 
culars of his case, as above detailed; and stated that he had been 
treated by different physicians for various complaints, supposed to 
exist in the urinary organs, without much change or relief of symp- 
toms. No one had supposed it to be a case of calculus, till a stone 
was detected by Dr. Smith. He consented to the operation of 
lithotomy, which was performed after opening his bowels with oleum 
ricini, and the use of mucilaginous drinks, for three days, as a pre- 
paratory step. The patient was placed on a chest, raised sufficiently 
high to be convenient for the operator to sit in a chair before him, 
confined in the usual manner. The instruments used was a common 
scalpel, to make the incision to the staff, and Puysicx’s improved 
gorget, of the largest size, to cut into the bladder, and the other 
instruments in readiness generally used in such operations. In 
making the incisions to the staff, the transverse artery of the perineum 
was divided, and it bled so powerfully as to require a ligature. The 


